
[bookmark: _Toc34746432]Routine Checks

This list is for notes/logbook. It is to provide a starting point for your boat. You must adjust the list according to your vessel and systems.

Daily Checks
Stern gland is running coolly if under power and it is not dripping excessively or not at all (depending on the type – traditional/dripless).
Check vessel is clean and tidy (everything stowed)
All equipment and ropes stowed properly
Navigation aids working properly
Hatches and doors closed in bad weather
Emergency exists checked for obstructions (can you get out of your hatch?)
Magnetic compass checked and deviation recorded
Fuel levels

Weekly checks
Radio systems
Battery electrolyte
Specific gravity

Monthly checks
All dogs and seals on all watertight hatches (and doors) checked
Deck equipment, grease windlass/winches
Safety equipment inspected
Hull visually inspected
Sea cocks

Three monthly check
All the daily and monthly checks
Anchor windlass checked (operate)
Emergency steering checked (operate)
Liferaft checked (visually)

Annual Checks
All three-monthly checks
Internal hull check, particularly bilges and sea cocks
Annual safety equipment surveys (liferafts, flares, EPRIBS etc)
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Additional Checks
Engine Room
Regular overall visual for any wear, tear, leaks, debri.

Through hulls
Regular visual inspection
No leaks
All valves operational
No cracks in hoses
Fanbelts in tact
No leaks: oil/water
Corrosion
Hose fittings double hose-clamped

Bilges
Bilge pumps working: life switch but also ensure you test they actually pump water out
Keep bilges clean
Check all wiring that may be in bilge, it is imperative that it is kept in good order
No leaking in bilge system
Keep bilge pump clean


Marine batteries
Maintain batteries by keeping them correctly charged
Check cabling is secure, clean and free from terminal corrosion
Ensure battery is lashed down
Visually check batteries for distortion, leaks, bulging
Electrolyte kept at correct level


Turn engine on
List to ensure it is running well – no clunking or unusual noise
Water outlet is pumping sufficient quantity of water – prevent overheating
Check oil pressure gauge and voltage gauge
Shift into astern and then forward (gently) to ensure gearbox is working as it should – prior to untying the lines
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