Towing
At times you may be asked to tow a vessel. There are a few points to keep in mind:

· Assess the risk for undertaking an emergency tow.
· If there are better equipped vessels nearby ask them to take the tow.
· If there is no option attach tow line to ski pole mount or stern bollard mount using lighterman’s hitch. (Attachment point will depend on your vessel, it must be a reinforced strong point where possible).
· Direct people in towed vessel, where and how to attach towline, prior to throwing the line.
· If appropriate, take onboard any people that maybe in danger (from the water).
· Set up towing light/signals where appropriate.
· Inform people in towed vessel how you intend to pass the tow line to them, e.g. a floating line downstream.
· Ensure there is a method to slip the tow line if necessary and a sharp knife to cut the line in an emergency.
· Take up tow gently/gradually.
· Maintain catenary in line.
· One person to constantly watch the tow.
· Stand clear of line.
· Navigate vessel to nearest, suitable and safe wharf.

Collision Regulations – Towing
Night: A yellow light should be shown above the white stern light (same arc as stern light), plus 2 white masthead lights on the vessel carrying out the tow.
Day: a black diamond on both vessels if available

There are further lights/shapes for larger vessels and longer tow. You must carry a copy of the International Collision Regulations on board. 
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