General Flooding
Finding water in your vessel without a known incident requires a methodical procedure.

1) Raise the alarm early. You may not get time later on or the water may damage communication equipment.
2) Is the water fresh or salt?
If it is fresh, you will know it is more likely from inside your vessel.

	Fresh water
1) Warm water may mean it has come from your engine room
2) Check the colour/contaminents of the water
3) Cool fresh water probably means it is from your water system (water tanks / plumbing)

This highlights the importance of creating a complete Safety Management System where diagrams of the vessel’s plumbing system sketched.

Salt water
1) Check the seacocks methodically, thereafter work from one end of the vessel to 	the other in a methodical manner.

Electrical Systems and Other Equipment
Secure wiring and equipment where flooding is located.

Continue to monitor the bilge as you analyse equipment to find the source and run your bilge pumps – are pumps working?

Close watertight bulkheads

It’s possible to utilise your engine water cooling intake to remove large quantities from the bilge. The process should be planned for prior to the event.

Be cautious with boat movement. Free surface effect will add stability problems as the boat moves with the waves and swell and the water shifts.

If you cannot easily source the leak work through your vessel methodically. Utilise your SMS preparation to ensure all systems are checked.
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