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Obtain weather forecasts and track the storm’s position and movement. Try not to rely on one source of information. Wear a life jacket and issue one to all on board, making sure they put them on. Work out the best track to sail (the safe/dangerous semicircle – see below). Get some sleep before the storm arrives, if you can.

[bookmark: _Toc34746392]Anchoring or in a Marina:
· Are there good hurricane holes that are reachable quickly? Is there enough room? You won’t be the only boat there.
· Keep topped up with fuel and water.
· On a warning, proceed to your selected hurricane hole early.
· Does your boat insurance cover damage you may do to other boats? Think about boats in the same hurricane hole or next to you in a marina, will they be covered for damage they may inflict on you?
· Take pictures of your boat and all the expensive equipment and keep these pictures with your insurance policy in a safe place like your grab bag.
· Prior to the hurricane season starting, find out where to get information.
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· Prepare for the worst.
· If you have time, strip the exterior of your boat: sails*, dodger, canvas awnings, solar panels, wind generators, lines, BBQs, anchors and as many nonpermanent items you can. (*You may need your main, so leave it on, but lash it down very securely.)
· Stow your dinghy and outboards below.
· Tie, lash and fix everything else left outside.
· Ensure all lines (snubbers on anchor or lines in a marina) have spring (elasticity) in them. Rig up additional lines.
· Use rags, pipes, leather or foam on all possible chafing points.
· If you are on anchor and have time, dive on your anchor and check its setting. Ask other boats to do the same.
· If you are leaving your boat, remove all your personal items, specifically your personal and boat documentation and let someone know where you are.
· Turn on your navigation lights.
· Note your position in your log and on your chart.
· Let someone else know where you are, preferably someone onshore.
· Prepare several meals and hot liquids in a flask/thermos.
· Eat and feed everyone on board a hot meal.
· Get as much sleep as possible.
· Hand out seasickness pills (take them prior to the storm, you are going to experience horrendous conditions; it is better to be ready for becoming seasick, even if you have never suffered previously).
· Check every corner to ensure everything is stowed properly down below.
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· Take seasickness medication early.
· Have torches and head lamps ready.
· Have snorkel gear (dive goggles) ready for going outside if necessary.
· Have wet weather gear and harnesses easily accessible.
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Above Decks:
· Remove/lash down anything loose, stowing below is best.
· Remove the anchor and chain and secure in a low spot below deck.
· Lash the spinnaker pole.
· Secure spare halyards.
· Prepare storm sails.
· Turn off the wind generator, lash down the blades or remove them.
· Check the self-steering gear, vane and paddle.
· Secure all vents.
· Remove winch handles from mast.
· Fit storm boards on portholes.
· Ensure propane tanks are secure using additional lashing.
· If you have an inflatable dinghy on deck, deflate and store below.
· Additional lashings on hard dinghy.
· Remove all sails and lines where possible and stow below.
· Find extra lines to tie down solar panels; in extreme conditions, you may consider cutting the wires and taking panels below.
· Stow jerry cans below where possible.
· Ensure swim ladder is in.

Cockpit:
· Remove anything loose.
· Remove biminis/dodgers and any canvas where possible.

Below decks:
· Ensure all hatches are closed and dogged firmly.
· Stow any loose items.
· Have extra bungs and hammer at the ready.
· Lock all lockers and drawers and oven door.
· Go through the entire boat, checking everything is secure.
· Rig up your lee cloths with additional lines to help keep you in the bunk.
· Double check your grab bag. (See ‘Grab/Ditch Bag’ in the Boat Equipment section.)
· Lash your full water jerry cans together in readiness in case you abandon ship (they will float, saltwater is denser than fresh).
· Review life-raft procedure and check all emergency equipment, flares etc.
· Clear navigation station of all plotting instruments.
· Test all bilge pumps.
· Test radios, if possible.
· Move heavy objects to the lowest part of your vessel and lash.
· Remove any food wanted before covering cupboards with sails and other equipment stowed below.
· Stow computer away properly and all other equipment.
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· If you are on board and dragging towards shore and cannot stop it, try to stay on board for as long as possible.
· If you hit the shore, try and step ashore if it is safe to do so. Take your grab bag, which will hold all your documentation. This is obviously dependent on conditions, as it may be too dangerous to try.
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· You may not be in the full force of the storm, but storm surge can be felt hundreds of miles away.
· In a marina, double up your lines and ensure they have elasticity.

Remember: whatever preparation you have done and however smart you are, what about the person anchored just in front of you? Can you be sure that he has done the same amount of preparation?
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