Emergency Radio Procedure

A Distress Call has priority over all other transmissions
The obligation to accept a distress call is absolute and must be accepted with priority over all other communications
 A radiotelephony alarm signal, distress call and a distress message from a vessel may be transmitted only on the authority of the master or skipper or the person responsible for the safety of that vessel
A distress call and message follows an alert/alarm signal

A distress call has absolute priority over all other transmissions and indicates that the vessel or person using it is threatened by grave and imminent danger and requests immediate assistance
All stations which hear the distress call must immediately cease all transmissions capable of interfering with distress communications, and must to continue to listen on the frequency on which the distress was received
International frequencies for distress are:
[bookmark: _Hlk91079681]VHF: channel 16
HF/MF: 2182, 4125, 6215, 8291, 12 290, 16 420 kHz in MF/HF bands
Australian frequencies: Channel 67 on VHF (supplementary to Channel 16)
27.88 MHz in 27 MHz band
27.86 MHz in 27 MHz band (supplementary to channel 88)
The main and supplementary VHF radiotelephone channels used for distress and safety in Australia are 16 and 67

The order of priority of marine communications traffic is
			Distress, Urgency, Safety, Routine
Distress: MAYDAY
Urgency: PAN PAN
Safety: SECURITE
[bookmark: _Hlk91080031]A craft or person is in grave and imminent danger
 
It does not extend to situations where immediate assistance is sought on behalf of a person, for example, in a medical emergency
FIRST: Say MAYDAY (up to x3)
SECOND: Provide position:  Latitude/Longitude or true bearing and distance, or a precise geographical location
THIRD: Nature of Distress, POB, EPIRB ACTIVATED
If afloat and drifting, the rate and direction of drift could be stated
A distress call and message should be addressed to all stations or an individual on the distress channel
 
The distress signal MAYDAY should be used to precede each call and message
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EXAMPLE OF A COMPLETE DISTRESS CALL AND MESSAGE:

The VHF DSC Distress Alert, if facility fitted, followed by: B exportpoF ~
Distress call Adobe Export PDF Y
Distress signal (x3) MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY Convert PDF Files to Word
o or Excel Online
Words “this is" THISIS
. - Select PDF File
Station calling (x3) SCAMP SCAMP SCAMP 503000123
(For vessels equipped only with VHF a ship station licence is not required and WD e B
therefore a radio call sign will not have been allocated). Convert to
> Distress message > Microsoft Word ("docy) v
Distress signal MAYDAY e L]
Name/MMSI SCAMP 503000123 Cr=h(s) Ermz2
Position 50 NAUTICAL MILES DUE EAST FROM POINT DANGER
Nature of distress SINKING AFTER STRIKING SUBMERGED OBJECT.
Other information ESTIMATE FURTHER 15 MINUTES AFLOAT. 20 METRE MOTOR CRUISER RED HULL O —
(If time permits) WHITE SUPERSTRUCTURE 4 PERSONS ONBOARD EPIRB ACTIVATED
OVER Convert and edit PDFs
with Acrobat Pro DC
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