Standing Orders / Vessel Rules

Commercial vessels have Standing Orders for day time and night time operations at sea.

For recreational boats they are less complex as we generally have smaller vessels and less crew. However, they are just as important.

We must never limit ourselves to these Rules – adding safe practices and recommendations are always welcome.

Here are some items you may choose to include:

While on Watch
Wear your lifejacket at all times (or you may stipulate, on deck, alone, at night, severe weather)
Wear your MOB device at all times
Clip on to the jacklines at all times (no more than 2 people per jackline)
You are responsible for your safety
No movies to be played, keep a lookout
If reading only do so with a red light at night and ensure you maintain a proper lookout. Every five minutes a complete horizon scan
Ensure a proper handover is completed at the end of your watch

Off Watch
It is your duty to rest properly during this time.
Ensure you take part in a proper handover at the start of your watch



IMPORTANT – I am available AT ALL TIMES. Call me when in ANY DOUBT whatsoever and in particular:

a. In restricted visibility
b. If weather deteriorates and/or sudden drop in barometer
c. Difficulty in maintain course
d. If in any doubt of vessel’s position
e. If landfall not made as expected
f. If any vessel is not following the COLREGS
g. If traffic density increased
h. For crossing traffic
i. Failure of any shipboard equipment
j. If vessel moving dangerously or shipping water
k. If you are suffering fatigue/illness
l. Any doubt whatsoever, that you may have on any matter.

IMPORTANT: If you are off watch it is your duty to rest properly.

Tasks
Full log book entry hourly
Observe Collision Regulations – a proper lookout must be kept at all times (lookout by all means available considering the prevailing circumstances and conditions to allow good lookout (sight, sound, radar, AIS))

Do not spend unnecessary time in chart room/table.

Use Radar and understand limitations, take appropriate action when using radar to overcome inherent limitations/inherent problems (e.g. heading marker).

Monitor VHF Radio and ensure the radios are not muted of switched off.





CALLING THE SKIPPER

You must call the Skipper immediately:

□	If restricted visibility is encountered or expected

□	If traffic conditions or the movements of other ships are causing concern

□	If difficulties are experienced in maintaining course

□	On failure to sight land, a navigation mark or obtain soundings by the expected time

□	If unexpectedly, land or a navigation mark is sighted or a change in soundings occurs

□	On breakdown of the engines, propulsion machinery remote control, steering gear or any essential navigational equipment, alarm or indicator

□	If the radio equipment malfunctions

□	In heavy weather, if in any doubt about the possibility of weather damage

□	If the ship meets any hazard to navigation, such as ice, flotsam

□	In any other emergency or if in any doubt
